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NOTICE OF MEETING
OF THE GOVERNING BODY
Notice is hereby given that a Regular meeting of the governing body of the City of Hewitt will be
held on the 1st day February, 2021 at 7:00 PM in Hewitt City Hall, Council Chamber, 200
Patriot Court, Hewitt, Texas, at which time the following subjects will be discussed and upon
which action may be taken:
In accordance with social distancing guidelines, the City Council meeting will not be open to the
public. Some council members may attend, while others may call in to participate. The meeting
will be streamed live on the city’s website at https://www.cityofhewitt.com/790/Hewitt-TX-TV.
Citizens who wish to address the Council may submit written comments on any items listed on the
agenda or under the hear visitors. Complete a Public Comment form available online and submit
via email to the City Secretary. Comments must be received no later than noon on the date of the
meeting.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.
9.
10.

Call meeting to order.
Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag
Hear visitors on matters pertaining to city business. Under the Texas Open Meetings Act,
the Council is prohibited from discussing, responding, or acting on any comments or items
that have not been properly posted on the agenda.
Consider approval of minutes of the City Council Regular Meeting of January 18, 2021.
Presentation of report from City Engineer
 Update on pending utility projects.
 Update on pending street projects.
 Update on pending drainage projects.
Consideration and action on Resolution No. 2021-01 approving the submission of a grant
application for Homeland Security Grant funding to upgrade/replace the City of Hewitt’s
Outdoor Warning Siren System.
Consideration and action on Ordinance No. 2021-03 ordering a General Election to elect
Council Members to the City of Hewitt City Council and a Special Election for the
qualified electors of the City of Hewitt, Texas to vote on proposed amendments to the City
Charter of the City of Hewitt, approving Joint Election, approving a Joint Election
Agreement and the execution thereof, and establishing Early Voting And Election Day
Vote Centers and dates/times of operation.
Discussion and briefing concerning the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and any actions
necessary thereto.
Discussion concerning Economic Development in the City.
Discussion concerning revision of the Park plan.
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AGENDA ITEM #3 – HEARING OF VISITORS
PROCEDURES FOR CITIZEN PARTICIPATION AT MEETINGS
Due to the public health crisis (COVID-19) and social distancing guidelines, all City Council
Meetings, will not be opened to the public; however, the meetings will be streamed live on the
City of Hewitt’s website at https://www.cityofhewitt.com/790/Hewitt-TX-TV.
Citizens who wish to address the Council on any item on the agenda or under this hearing of
visitors, must complete and submit the Public Comment Form via email to the City Secretary or
in person at Hewitt City Hall, 200 Patriot Court by NOON on the day of the meeting. Your
comments will be read into the record during the meeting.
Council may not comment publicly on issues raised during citizen comments that are not listed on
the Agenda but may direct the City Manager to resolve or request the matter to be placed on a
future agenda. Such public comments shall not include any “deliberation” as defined by Chapter
551 of the Government Code, as now or hereafter amended.
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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM FORM
MEETING DATE: February 1, 2021
AGENDA ITEM #: 8
SUBMITTED BY: Bo Thomas, City Manager
ITEM DESCRIPTION:
Discussion and briefing concerning the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and any actions
necessary thereto:
STAFF RECOMMENDATION/ITEM SUMMARY:
This is a continuation of past Council practice of order issuance for Safety and Health
policies for local businesses specifically mask requirements.
FISCAL IMPACT:
Amount Budgeted – NA
Line Item in Budget – NA
SUGGESTED MOTION:
I move to authorize the Order dated February 2, 2021.
ATTACHMENTS:
Order
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ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HEWITT, TEXAS
DATE ORDER ISSUED: February 2, 2021
WHEREAS, in December 2019, a novel coronavirus, now designated Coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19), was detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, Governor Greg Abbott declared a state of disaster due to
COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on March 18, 2020, Mayor Charles D. Turner, of the City of Hewitt, TX declared a
local state of disaster and public health emergency after determining that extraordinary and
immediate measures had to be taken to respond quickly to prevent and slow down community
spread of COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on June 3, 2020, Governor Abbott issued GA-26 to allow additional openings in
the state of Texas; and
WHEREAS, on June 30, 2020, there are 159,986 persons confirmed to have COVID-19 in
Texas, with 957 of those residing in McLennan County; with nine deaths in McLennan County;
and
WHEREAS, this Order is issued based on evidence of increasing occurrence of COVID-19
within the City and throughout the Central Texas area, scientific evidence and best practices
regarding the most effective approaches to slow the transmission of communicable diseases
generally and COVID-19 specifically, and evidence that the age, condition, and health of a
significant portion of the population of the City places it at risk for serious health complications,
including death, from COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, on June 20,2020 the Mayor issued an order requiring commercial entities to create
health and safety policies, including the wearing of face coverings; and
WHEREAS, a declaration of local disaster and public health emergency includes the ability to
reduce the possibility of exposure to disease, control the risk, promote health, compel persons to
undergo additional health measures that prevent or control the spread of disease; and the City
Council of the City of Hewitt, Texas has adopted the McLennan County Commissioners Court
declaration of a state of disaster which has been extended through February 28, 2021; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL, OF THE CITY OF HEWITT, TEXAS, UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF
TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 418.108:
1.

A state of disaster and public health emergency is hereby declared for and in the City
of Hewitt, Texas in accordance with McLennan County’s Order that extends the state
of disaster and public health emergency through February 28, 2021.
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2. That pursuant to §418.108(b) of the Texas Government Code, this Order shall
continue for a period of not more than fourteen days from February 2, 2021, unless
continued or renewed by the City Council of the City of Hewitt.
3. Health and Safety Policy – Commercial Entities.
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

From the date of this Order, every commercial entity in the City of Hewitt
providing goods or services directly to the public must develop and implement a
health and safety policy (“Health and Safety Policy”).
The Health and Safety Policy must require, at a minimum, that every employee or
visitor to the commercial entity’s business premises or other facilities wear face
covering when in an undivided room or area with coworkers or the public or
while performing an activity which necessarily involves or is reasonably likely to
involve close proximity to coworkers or the public such that six feet of separation
is not feasible.
The Health and Safety Policy required to be developed and implemented by the
Order may also include the implementation of other mitigating measures designed
to control and reduce the transmission of COVID-19 such as temperature checks
or health screenings.
The commercial entity must post the Health and Safety Policy required by this
Order in a conspicuous location sufficient to provide notice to employees and
visitors of its Health and Safety Policy.
Failure to develop, conspicuously place, and implement the Health and Safety
Policy required by this Order on or before 12:01 a.m. on June 25, 2020 may result
in a fine not to exceed $1,000.00. Each day on or after June 25, 2020 for which a
Health and Safety Policy is not developed, conspicuously placed, and
implemented shall be a separate offense.
It is a defense to prosecution that the commercial entity operated a restaurant or
bar and did not require a patron to wear a face covering while eating or drinking
when the patron was at least six feet away from persons not in his or her party.

“Commercial entity” as used herein does not include: outdoor operations where social
distancing is generally followed; offices of other governmental entities; churches; or health
providers that already have policies in place that have been medically vetted.
“Face Covering” as used herein means a cloth or paper mask, or a bandana or scarf, that
covers the mouth and nose and fits tightly to the face (and does not merely hang over the
mouth and nose).
4. That all provisions of this Order should be interpreted to effectuate this intent. To the
greatest extent possible, this Order shall be interpreted as consistent with and
supplemental to any executive order issued by the Texas Governor. All provisions of
the executive orders of the Texas Governor either existing or subsequently issued,
and which are made applicable to all jurisdictions by law, shall be automatically
incorporated into and constitute terms of this Order, and shall be enforceable as if set
forth herein without the necessity for the issuance of any further orders.
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5. In accordance with the limitations contained in the executive orders of the Texas
Governor, that any peace officer, code enforcement officer, health official, or other
person with lawful authority is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this
Order in accordance with the authority granted under the Texas Disaster Act of 1975.
6. That this Order shall become effective at 12:01 a.m. on June 27, 2020.
7. That failure to comply with any of the provisions of this Order constitutes an
imminent threat to public health.
8. That any violation of this Order can be enjoined by a suit filed in the name of the City
of Hewitt in a court of competent jurisdiction, and this remedy shall be in addition to
any penal provision in this Order or in the Code of Ordinances, City of Hewitt, Texas.
9. That nothing in this Order shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding pending
in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of
action acquired or existing, under any prior act, ordinance, order, declaration, or
resolution of the City Council of the City of Hewitt; nor shall any legal right or
remedy of any character by lost, impaired, or affected by this Order.
10. That the City of Hewitt must promptly provide copies of this Order by posting it on
the City of Hewitt website.
11. That if any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this Order or any
application of it to any person, structure, gathering, or circumstance is held to be
invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, then
such decision will not affect the validity of the remaining portions or application of
this Order.
ORDERED this the 2nd day of February, 2021

____________________________________
Charles D. Turner, Mayor

Attest:
______________________________
Lydia Lopez, City Secretary
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